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VERSION OF PARISH BULLETIN FOR PHONES

FOR THE VERSION FOR LARGE SCREENS PLEASE CLICK THE
OTHER LINK ON THE PAGE WHERE YOU ACCESSED THIS.

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 30-1-22

Today: Jer 1:4-5. 17-19; 1 Cor 12:31 — 13:13 ; Lk 4:21-30
Next week: Is 6:1-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 5:1-11

The villagers of Nazareth are absolutely
classic in their prejudice:
they reject Jesus because he’s too familiar,

and they become enraged when he sug-
zests
that those of other faiths and other nations
are closer to God

— because they’re too foreign.

It’s a ‘Goldliocks’ approach — people have
to be ‘ust right’,
neither too familiar nor too foreign.

It’s a frightening example of how we can draw tight
circles to include and exclude people.

Last week Jesus announced that he had come to bring

Good News.
And we’re meant to do the same.

This Sunday asks whether our way of viewing our fel-
low human beings is good news for the world.
Fr Colin

this week to our Chinese Catholic
Community and to all those in our
parish from a Chinese heritage.
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COMMUNITY SAFETY AT OUR MASSES

Please be assured that we are doing all we can to
ensure our gatherings are as safe as possible:

¢ We have temporarily suspended congregational
singing once again.

¢ Holy Communion will only be distributed by
Eucharistic ministers who have had their booster
shot or who have been vaccinated so recently that
they are ineligible for a booster at present.

¢ We ask that everyone sanitises their hands on
arrival.

¢ We also ask, as per public health orders, that if
you are feeling even mildly unwell that you do not
attend.

¢ When coming forward tfo receive Holy
Communion (which will be given on the hand
only) please keep your mask on, receive the Host
on your hand, step well to the side and then lower
your mask to receive the Host before replacing the
mask and returning to your seat.

¢ And of course public health orders require that all
wear a mask at Mass and sign in on entry.

Fr Colin

A new year underway for our parish....

...online ways to be involved
Starting up again this week:

¢ Evening Scripture study with Fr Colin -~ 2nd & 4th
Wednesdays at 7:30pm

¢ Daytime Scripture study with Fr Colin ~ 2nd & 4th
Wednesdays at 7:30pm and 1st & 3rd
Wednesdays at 11am.

NB—the above two groups study two different books
of the Bible at any one time so it’s possible to join both
groups

¢ Parish Book Club - on the 4th Wednesday at 10am.

¢ Christian Meditation Group meets online each
Wednesday at 8am. Everyone is welcome. Contact
Kay 9416 2194 Kay.Hunt@optusnet.com.au or
Catherine 9415 6345 catherinecwillis@gmail.com.

¢ Morning tea ~ this is now taking place online each
Sunday at 9:30am. A fun and relaxing get-together
and chat.

¢ Adult faith enrichment: our current online series is
Robert Barron’s ‘The Creed”: 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
at 7:30pm. A new topic will also begin soon.

If you’d like to take part in any of these just let me

know and I'll let you know how to log in. Fr Colin
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oood for the soul

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me fo bring glad tidings fo the poor (Lk
13:24)

THE LITMUS TEST FOR BEING CHRISTIAN

Who’s a real Christian and who’s not? Who's faithful to
the teaching of Christ and who's selective in following
him? Who's morally committed and who's not?

Everywhere, in the name of religion, truth, morality,
ideology, or political-correctness, we're erecting
various tests of orthodoxy and morals. Usually one
issue of morality, dogma, dress, or political-correctness
is set up as the litmus test. How you stand on that issue
determines how you are judged in general and,
depending whether you're liberal or conservative, that
issue can be anything from abortion, to feminism, to
gay marriage, to war, to poverty, to capital
punishment, to clerical dress, to (inside of Islam)
whether not a woman covers her face in public. But,
invariably, there is a litmus test, one issue on which
you are judged.

So it's worth asking: Did Jesus have a litmus test? Is
there one issue, principle or dogma within his teaching
that can function as a criterion for judgement so that
we are, in effect, a Christian or not, depending upon
where we stand on that issue?

The question isn't a simple one: on the one hand, it asks
the question of essentials: what's essential and what's
negotiable in the teachings of Jesus? But it asks, as well,
whether there is there any one thing inside the
teachings of Jesus that can serve as a defining criterion
as to what makes one uniquely Christian?

Regarding the question of essentials, I submit, there are
four things that Jesus asks of anyone who would be his
disciple:

First, that he or she “keep the commandments,” both
the larger commandment of the heart "to love God and
neighbour" and the ten commandments. "If anyone
loves me, he will keep my word." An essential
component of Christian discipleship is having a private
relationship to Jesus and being faithful in the area of
private morality.

Second, Jesus mandates social justice as non-
negotiable, not optional, within Christian discipleship.
This is clear from Jesus' own life, from the text on the
last judgement in Matthew’s gospel, and from the fact
that in the gospels, on average, one out of every eight
lines is an imperative from Jesus to reach out to the
poor.

Third, as Jesus defines it, discipleship demands
involvement within a concrete community of faith.
Christian discipleship is not something we do alone.
We're asked to journey to God with each other, as part
of an ecclesial community, as part of a church. As
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the First Epistle of John, puts it: “The one who claims to
love a God that he cannot see and does not love a
neighbour whom he can see is a liar.”

Finally, what Jesus asks of us as an essential component
of discipleship is a mellow, warm, grateful heart.
Discipleship isn't just about what we do; it's also about
the spirit within which we do it. We need the right
truth, but also the right energy. Nothing counts for
much, no matter how right or orthodox the action, if it
doesn't issue from love and gratitude. In T.S. Eliot’s
words: “The last temptation is the greatest treason: To
do the right deed for the wrong reason.” (Murder in
the Cathedral) When our concern for truth, orthodoxy,
justice, or morality comes out of a place of anger,
bitterness, or judgement, we are no longer acting as
disciples of Jesus, no matter how right the cause. No
action rooted in Dbitterness, anger, jealousy, self-
righteousness, or in a desire for revenge can ever
justify itself in Jesus' name.

Thus these things—private integrity, social justice,
involvement in ecclesial community, mellowness of
heart—are the essentials of Christian discipleship. But
there's still a further question: is there anything in
Jesus' teaching and his challenge to us that might serve
as a litmus test? Is there any one, singular teaching that
can serve as a criterion as to who is and who isn't a
true disciple of Jesus?

There is. For Jesus, the litmus test for a disciple, at least
for a mature disciple, is this: can you love an enemy?
Can you bless someone who curses you? Can you
forgive, and can you forgive even a murderer?

It is precisely to this challenge that Jesus refers when
he tells us that our virtue must go deeper than the
virtue of the scribes and Pharisees. The scribes and
Pharisees were, for the most part, sincere and decent
men and women who loved God, tried to help the poor,
were concerned about truth and morals, and practised
justice. But loving an enemy and forgiving a murderer
aren't prescribed by justice, the ten commandments,
church dogma, human decency, or even sincerity.
They’re an invitation to something deeper, an invitation
that comes from Jesus' life and teaching, and an
invitation that, in the end, constitutes the litmus test of
mature discipleship.

Who’s a real Christian and who’s not? The deepest
answer in the gospels would be: the person who can
love an enemy, bless those who curse her, and forgive

everyone, even a murderer.
Fr Ron Rolheiser omi, Centre for Liturgy, Univ.of St
Louis
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THE PARISH OFFICE will be ‘open’ Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday this week. It won't be physically open but staff
can be contacted in the office by phone /email.

Whays you can support our pavish in
this challenging time

¢ DIRECT DEBIT CONTRIBUTIONS from your bank account to
our parish accounts:
1st Collection: (providing for Frs Colin & Thomas &
also for retired & sick clergy of the diocese)
BSB 062784 Acct 10000 1624
(Lindfield-Killara Parish Pastoral Revenue A/c)

Second Collection:  (for all the operating costs of the
parish):

BSB 062 784 Acct 10000 1623

(Lindfield Killara Parish Church Account)

OR
¢ YOU CAN HAVE A TAP MACHINE AT
HOME (ALMOSTT) Credit card

coniributions can be made by
scanning this code and then
selecting each of our two parish
collections:

OR

¢ YOU CAN ARRANGE FOR PERIODIC
PAYMENTS FROM YOUR CREDIT CARD:
just click on the hotlink box entitled ‘Supporting parish
finances’ on the homepage of our website
(www.lindfieldkillara.org.au) and scroll down to 2 ib.
for the form. (or simply email Alison
(alison@lindfieldkillara.org.au) for assistance.

¢ And of course the TAP MACHINES are available in our two
churches.

ord, in Jesus your Son, you restored to
us the gift of everlasting life.

(Grant that [ife to;

Please pray for the giff of efernal life for Margaret
Quinn of our parish who died last weekend. The
Funeral Mass for Margaret will be celebrated at Zpm
Monday at Lindfield .

Recently deceased: Marlene Clark, Fr Manoj Manuel,
Fr Mel Cotter ofm, Bro. Norman Hart fms, Margaret
Ford, Ross Newcombe, Rebecca Harris, Brian Anthony
McGrane, Shirley Smith, Keith Smith, Marco Lamberti.
Anniversary: Freda Mercer, Chris Williams. And for:

George Joseph Blayney.
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A special feast day: Candlemas

Our church year is marked by various
feasts which each tell the story of
God’s love in a different way. One of
the feasts we celebrate in a special way
in our parish is the Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas)
(2nd February).

This ancient feast, commemorating the
prophet Simeon’s recognition of the
child Jesus (at his presentation in the Temple) as
‘the light of God’s people’, is celebrated 40 days
after Christmas. The liturgy begins with the
lighting of candles which are brought into the
church in joyful procession as Mass begins.

As we bring our candles to be blessed we’re
reminded that we are people who live in the light
of Christ. We take those candles home to be part
of our home prayer space for the next twelve
months. Please bring your own candle fo be
blessed and to take home with you. As we gather
on this feast of candles we are doing what
Christians have done on this day for nearly two
thousand years and affirming our belief - which
we celebrated at Christmas - that ‘a light shines in
the darkness’. An apt message in these
challenging times.

MASS (AND THE BLESSING OF CANDLES) will be
celebrated as follows on Wednesday 2nd February

at 10:00am at Lindfield

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME DATES FOR 2022

aP R D s, The letter giving all the details
A Q and dates for our Sacramental
) 7 Preparation Programmes for
0 i; W 2022 is available on the
parish website under
didfdmmg ‘Sacraments’ = Children’s
11_1, ¢  Sacraments.’
4RD 6%"  Please download the letter and
note all the dates involved in
the sacraments which your child will celebrate
next year. We look forward to helping them
prepare for these precious encounters with the
Lord.

OUTDOOR YOUTH AND FAMILY MASS will be
celebrated in the courtyard in front of MacKillop Hall
at Lindfield on Sunday 20th February (at the earlier
time of 5:30pm). Please note the date.
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OUR PARISH LITURGICAL LIFE :
SUNDAY MASS

KILLARA CHURCH :
5:30pm Vigil 9.00am
LINDFIELD CHURCH
6.00pm Vigil 8.30 am 10.15am

12 noon Chinese Mass (2nd & 4th Sun.)  6:00pm
(For Mass online see homepage of our website:
www lindfieldkillara.org.au)

WEEKDAY MASS this week:

Monday 8:00am Killara

Tuesday 8:00am Killara

Wednesday 10:00am  Lindfield (Candlemas)
Thursday 10:00am  Lindfield

Friday 10:00am  Lindfield

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays for 15 mins after Vigil Mass at Killara
Saturdays 5.15 - 5.45pm at Lindfield

CELEBRATIONS THIS WEEK

FOURTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

Wed: Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas)
Sat:  Memoria of St Agatha

PARKING
There is now reduced parking on the Coles carpark but
at Lindfield there is also the following parking:
= in the church grounds as usual
= in the school playground (enter just inside
our Balfour Lane gate)
=  in Highfield Rd
=  Lindfield Uniting Church (cnr Provincial Rd)
have kindly made their grounds available to
us for parking for the Vigil & Sun. 6pm Mass
(they require their grounds for their own
Services on Sunday mornings). Enter from

Pacific Hwy.
SUNDAY MASS ROSTER
Saturday 29 Jan. 5 Feb.
Lindfield | 6:00 pm Fr Thomas Fr Colin
Killara | 5:30 pm Fr Colin Fr Thomas
Sunday 30 Jan. 6 Feb.
Lindfield | 8:30 am Fr Thomas Fr Colin
Killara | 9:00 am Fr Colin Fr Thomas
Lindfield | 10:15 am | Fr Thomas Fr Colin
Lindfield | 12:00 pm | No Mass No Mass
Lindfield | 6:00pm Fr Colin Fr Thomas
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FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S MEDITATION
THE TRINITY : THE PAIN OF DISCONNECTION

Father Richard writes about what losing our
experience of God as Trinity has cost us:

We have so many people suffering from mental and
emotional illnesses in our time. Many people
experience alienation from society, their own
families, and even from themselves. In a word, they
are disconnected instead of connected. I think one of
the reasons is because we’ve been told we are all on
our own. How does one overcome such a gap on
their own? We believe that the ties that bind us have
been broken and we don’t know how to put Humpty
Dumpty together again. We have been overly
reminded of our individual nature, not our deepest
inner connection with each other and Reality itself.

The word that emerged in all the great world
religions for that deepest connection is soul, the soul
of things. We all use the word. Yet it seems we’ve
come to doubt the very existence of soul, not only
within ourselves, but in everything else, too. Soul
implies a symbiotic relationship: once we find it here
in ourselves, we’ll find it over there, too. If we can’t
see it over there, my bet would be that we haven’t
discovered or surrendered to it “in here,” either.

Brazilian liberation theologian Leonardo Boff (b.
1938) writes that even the simple statement, “I
believe in God,” offers us an intimate reminder that
we are not alone:

To say “I believe in God” means that there is
Someone who surrounds me, embraces me
everywhere, and loves me, Someone who knows me
better than I do myself, deep down in my heart,
where not even my beloved can reach, Someone who
knows the secret of all mysteries and where all roads
lead. T am not alone in this open universe with all my
questions for which no one offers me a satisfactory
answer. That Someone is with me, and exists for me,
and I exist for that Someone and in that Someone’s
presence. Believing in God means saying: there exists
an ultimate tenderness, an ultimate bosom, an
infinite womb, in which I can take refuge and finally
have peace in the serenity of love. If that is so,
believing in God is worthwhile; it makes us more
ourselves and empowers our humanity.

Father Richard concludes:

The God within is like a homing device placed within
us, like those found naturally in homing pigeons. No
matter where they’re released, they know how to find
their way back home—across thousands of miles in
some cases! We can think of the Holy Spirit as our
interior homing device—that for all our stupidity and
mistakes there is this deep internal intuition that we
are the sons and daughters of God. No matter how
lost we get, it keeps pointing us back “home”—to
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love, to connection, to meaningful relationship with
Someone or something else, to soul. It’s only God in us
that knows God. It’s God in us that loves God. It’s God
in us that recognises God. That’s Trinity 101.

THANK YOU!  In last week’s bulletin I asked whether
anyone could help our parish to cover the cost of a
much-needed new computer. The wonderful news is
that three people have come forward and covered the

full cost. Many thanks to these generous members
of our community. Fr Colin
PRAY FOR TONGA

Tonga needs your support urgently. Give now to help
with emergency response.
Visit www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/
pacific or call 1800 024 413 toll free to make your do-
nation.

OUR CHINESE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

AR AU 3 H 30.1.2022

FEAS— CRFEE TIREE RS, D

AFEIP R R e 1:4-5,17-19

TEHIPEREAR, e [T A RN RARART, RORRT
firs TEVRIBSEAT H BRI CART, OB TR, 18 T IRMEE R M %,
[UREA -, sk, 1At EOR IR T dr SR — P fEAMmar, JRAZE
BB, GERREMMTERT, AR, THEW, RSRMURRAER.
L EREE, DIBHPIORORE T EE. RISMERMAR. [ ERCER,
AIAREAR IR, R A FRELURIILE, k. | —— LM

BIEFK  9k71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15,17

(4] : L3, RESGERORE. (27115

S b, IRIREER, KAZE! RRIEARIGIES, MR SRR 5L
&, K. [(&]

BH: SRRMETRBEMEN A A, RN RE, KARLRNER, KOES, &
PIRE, RGEMBAMTF A, fR. (]

S R L, RERIHIE, (REREME—IIKEE. BRERRT, Hik
TR, MERHES, s TR, [&]

SH: FRM D EEGRR A, KEAEEBRIRE. KE, ®EARYE
B, MROFETHR: HEASH, BREHERMOFDHT. [Z]

T (BAAREN, A5 B, BE=6 EHPRERW, #egg. D
PHEE R RSS2 N 13:4-13

of3 SR RA -

BRELN, BREEN, B, THR, TEHK, TMEEENHE, I
Koai, AEIR, NERCESRE, AUUREALE, AlBEIEFELE. LHEan,
MFEME, NFHE, NERM. BRAEAF: MAMZE, K0HER: &F
TR, #ELL MR R, HOUTEHE. RIATRIMBIERT AN, RO
W BRAESRRITRER, WIRRMN ;s REMEm, —RF, /i
M, SRR EREZ TR, SMEEGET, BEGET, BERE
T BERERRA, S TFHHEEET. RIMBELEESHETEE,
WIS, B0, SUEISHOEE T . RIVEFTRH, 2R,
B, RBLEARE T, WRKREWRE . BAGER, 5. B, 2B
—Ek BT, B, —— BRI



https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=f0ef8a7904&e=201ae83465
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=f0ef8a7904&e=201ae83465
tel:1800%20024%20413

10

AR AT

SH: GofPhEKEE .

S BRI

S LEURERN AE NEERE, TR SRR (#%4:18)

SR mifEgEE

W GIRPIRE R, AR ARRN, WAFTARIA. )
ISTHEE IR INAR S 4:21-30

TR, HPERAEE AR MGEEE ORI A S B RS, S KSR
To | BMANEREHAL, A O R ATEREIEEAEE: W HR. [EARSER
FISLFIG? | HCEREI AR TR B RIS R eE: B, B
YERE O FRAMEBEER VR B A ST — ), R TEUR I RABE ALY
e

PR SGER: [IRELES IR WA —M@%m, ERIZIRNG. REL
AR EJEHLGRREA, REZE T SN, WAk T OROE, 1
VLB A 7 2 S, O ER G A B IR 2 i A 5 AT AT — (B AR AR 25, 1
B TR A T R VERR N — (SR A . 6B R SRR, /e DL e
B2 /N 110 e S0 S R (1S B SR P A S s 1 K B SR g
PSRN, AR, AT ERAREE kAt fifh ) ——fh
PR3 A L b () — — A N e ARAD R AP s s, BT . ——
L EMEE.

N R FHG JLE o0 H o 2r:

27 TR 2713 H, 2727 H 141285 (55 2, 4 1 H)

MG L FIAEEEIB L 0419- 426899 ** L [E 0 4% Gloria Cheung
0416-118089

XX THE FEAST OF ST BRIGID  falls
this Tuesday 1st February.
While not a feast day on the
universal calendar of the Church
(though in Ireland St Brigid is co-
patroness of the country along
with St Patrick) our parish has a special connection to
St Brigid given that the Brigidine Sisters for many years
led and taught in our Parish school. It’s for that
reason that we named the hall above the church in the
Shirley Wallace Parish Centre ‘St Brigid’s Hall’ - for the
upper floor of the church was originally built by the
parish to be part of its school.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:

Trevor Swift, Morna Sutherland, Barbara McMullan,,
Sally Cougle, Nicholas Sutherland, Jesse Langford,
Anthony Ellison, Wolfgang Liers, Cyril Ferriere, Alex
Noble, William Wise, Lise Therese Ferriere, Ian Coffey,
Maureen Hobbs, Russell Adams.

And for all affected by COVID.




